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PLAYLINK

PLAYLINK is a mutisciplinarygroupingworkingto improve
peopt S €children, teenagers, adultsexperience and
enjoyment of the outdoors. We work acroswariety of
settings general public realmparks, social and mixed tenure
housing,and specialist provision such as schauoid children
centres

Our enegies are deployed oveive main areas:

1. consultancy and learning t[1 [LbYQ& W)\—é 1
. . . . . Stirling. Report at:
2. acting as a critical, independent friend to design http://www.playlink.org/articles/

practices, local authorities, specialist agenties
3. design and implementatign
4. advice and information;

5. articles and policjormulation.

Our ability to work across ailvk areas is a key PLAYLINK
strength. Each aspect of the work informs the other.

Our tendency is to seek challenging commissions, ones that aim to breaknsenggound, that
guestion prevailing assumptiong&qally, we are collaborative by choice and natuesponding to
the widespread urge to do things differently,do things better.

Kirkland Walk, Hacknefter.
By PLAYLINK Associates Pau

Kirkland Walk, Hackney. Before
Shaw and Phil Doyle.
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Critical friend

Asignificant aspect of our work is acting as a critical friend across sectors and settingsings
the intervention is short and highly focused, for example, critiquing desjdgmsexample,
PLAYLINEDesign Surgérs- attending a meetingr workshop to present our particular
perspective, or simply to contribute to a discussion.

On other occasions, we are asked to review existigfpre or provision, for exampl& review

play provision for the Forestry Commissieramiringfor a Registered Social Landlord why a
WFEF3aKALIQ yS635 YA ES Rwas &pedeNdhg 4 2rdmakhy deégrée 8f@&ial 2 LIY Sy (i
dissonanceto developpolicy to support a riskenefit assessment approadhr Bristol City Council,

to name but three.

Multi-disciplinary

Whilst sharing common interests, our Associates come from a range of backgrounds and experience.

This means we have an inherentcapaditg NB &L YR (2 aAdda G§A2ya WAY (K
a commission to dggnshared, playable public spaceinongof 3f I YRQ& Y2ad aA3ayATFaA
sensitive historical sites, Abbey Gardens, Bury St Edmoadsembrace$LAYLINK being

commission@ to helpformulate a significant bid to the Heritage Lottery Fuvigichwill, if

successful, unlockubstantialcapital and revenue support féive years.

Workshops, seminars, sharing knowledge and experience

We have a welestablished tradition of mning Workshops and seminars. They are generally
RSAONAOSR | & WiK?2 dzAK (t theyfar® cohtghRichW
Yet they are alsoonversationabndinformalin style.

Ly KA& Saaleée W2kKI3G Aa |y Slv?dz(v)l-[i)i:\é:'-"
conversation :

WeKS LRAYG A& G2 ONBIGS + O02YvVviae
RAAGAYOGADS O2y iNAROGdziA2yad X ¢u2;_

conversation is, of course, an achievement. It is not possible WIthOlUnfenced sand and water ares

knowledge, understanding, objédgty, and sensitivity to others. AY I WL Fetkof €

But itis also a learning situation 6fy” Ay F2 N | f & 2 NIHdlI®Rark SouttA schemedy

PLAYLINK Associates Aileen

2SS O02@SNJ adzOK (2LIA Oa | denditasdsysanueht iShagkallaRgchel MRapey, Bl | 4
designing for play and shared public space, maintenance, as well as Doyle
responding to pecific requests to facilitate and lead discussion/seminarjiil
groups.

The oudoors: design and scheme implementation

Design is always valdaden and therefore deeply expressive of beliefs
and values Our ethic is informed by a sense of optimistnK | Har@® &
headed optimism, not faiweather optimism that runs for cover in the
face of the inevitabld@ifficulties that any projecprovokesandwhich
must be overcome
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Howwe act in and respond to the outdoors is central to our concerns. Ken Worptdet peell
when he says:

Y2 KSy 2dziR22NAR y20KAy3 adlryRa o0SGé6SSy dza ' yR
this outdoor world, we are more likely to meet them as free agents and autonomous

individuals than we do in the graded and contractual worldhsfitutional or commercial

f A?léxm(é LIFNJ] FyR G4KS &aGNBSG 3IAGS dza 2dzNJ FNBSR
g€ Qd

An invitation to play and lingef. Y ¥ Sy O S R opérLspacedr ¢
former wasteland. Westmacott, Hounslowsé¢hemeby PLANINK
Associates Aileen Shackell, Sioned Willaims, Phil Doyle.

W/ K A dnRtBdBagers beingeen and heard in public spads a
hallmark of a society at ease with its@IBLAYLINK play poficy

Sadly, too oftenthe outdoors is experienced as a fearful, unfriendly space. Spaces where the
2OSNNARAY3I OFftf Aa F2NI WaSOdaNRGeQr (G2 0SS 02y adNE
LINEKAOGAGAZ2Y A & kew @ietherkayi exaderbate(the itinésa they Purport to éure

We stand, therefore, for an opposing paradigm: a presumption in favour of a culture of pernfission

a culture that prompts and allowfsr informal sociabilityn shared and communal spac&hus for

examplewe are more interested inreating opportunities fothe informal and unplanneadhterplay
betweengenerations than istructuredintergenerational projects, valuable thoudgiey may be

Yhank you for all the work Playlink have corntgdieon the Somerford and Shacklewell Estate.
The community is thrilled with the new play spaces and they have really made such a
difference not only aesthetically but also to the general mood of the eState.

Chair of Residents Association.

Seemingly saightforward decisions, on examination, turn out to be more complexeardbe a

source ofcontention. For example, we believe that there should be more tree swings. They are
aesthetically pleasing. They meld easily into their setting. They are atibamefactory

manufactured equipment. Wanting to have more of them seems obviously desirable to us. We have
worked with clients to establish a number. But the seemingly simple act of establishing a tree swing

'YySy 22N1Rf ST Wl SNB 02YSa G(KS adzyY | NDKAG@®OGIZNBE FyR L
t[!V,[LbYQa olaStAaysS LRtAdOe KlFIa 0SSy R2LIISR o0& &a2YS$
legal advice (Counsel Opinion) to be foundhdtp://www.playlink.org/articles/?p=8

lyyl aAyili2yQa 0622132 WD MBuimphés intersfing bhidds o Say abded thiss 8 KSR o0& t

* Not to be confused with licence
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raisesquestions of risk, the role of Standis, and provider anxieties, justified or not. We address
those wider issues.

Tree swings in Brighton. PLAYLINK scher
by Associates Paul Shaw ahadiLegg.

Schools, nurseries, children centres

We work with schools Yy dzZNBE SNA S & | yitRimgddeittie QualyyoCpiygOuhgs annds a
children's experience of thenso while this includes designing and implementing school playground
schemes, at the same time we work with schools to address mattkesanxieties about riskaking
andthe nature of supervision in the playgrourlongside this, we can work practilyawith schools

in how to introduce and manage the 'loose materials' that enrich children's-@ag also, if allowed

to, the curriculum

Riverside School, Stirling, Scotland. A scheyneLAYLINK Associate, Judi Legg

Contact Web site:www.playlink.org Email:info@playlink.orgPhone: 020 7720 2452

PLAYLINK works across the UBur clients include: Argent; A2Dominion Housing; Barrow upon Furness Borough

Council; Bath and NE Somerset Council; Black Country Consortium; Bournemauth; Boadford City Council; Brighton

& Hove Council; Bristol City Council; Bury Council; Carterton Town Council; Chelmsford Borough Council; Cheshire County
Council; Coventry City Council; Cumbria County Council; Dudley Council; East Sussex CatnciGdromission; Glamis
Community Nursery; Groundwork, N. London; Guinness THasty Gosling Schodfiounslow Heath Infants School; Places

for People; Hull City Council; IPPA, Irish Republic; Lancashire County Council; Learning Trust, Hackney;; LB Camden
Greenwich; LB Hillingdon; LB Hounslow; LB Islington; LB Redbridge; LB Richmond upon Thames; LB Tower Hamlets;
Learning Trust, Hackney; Liverpool City Council; Manchester City Council; Mindstretchers; National Trust; Oxford City
Council; Oxfordshire @aty Council; Peterborough Council; PlayBoard, N. Ireland; Play Wales; Plymouth Council; Poole
Council; Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames; St Edmundsbury Council; Sefton Council; South Gloucestershire Council;
South Somerset District Council; SouthaampCity Council; We#grdnamurcharCommunity Council, Scotland; West Play;
Wokingham Borough Council; Worthing Borough Council; Wolverhampton City Council.

® A useful publication is Play at School founchétp://www.playlink.org/pubs/pas.pdfAlso in hard copy.
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